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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



MOHAMMEDOU OULD SLAHI, 



Plaintiff, 



V. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
DEFENSE, 

Defendant. 



Civil Action No. 06-CV-0597 (JR) 

DECLARATION OF 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER P. WALKER 



Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1746, 1, Lieutenant Commander Paul A. Walker, declare as follows; 

1. I am a Lieutenant Commander in the United States Navy, currently assigned as the Staff 
Judge Advocate, Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI). I am familiar with Executive Order (EO) 12958 
(as amended) and the procedures followed by ONI in responding to Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests regarding classified information as promulgated in Chief of Naval Operations 
Instruction S5513.4D, Department of the Navy Security Classification Guidance for General 
Intelligence. The statements made herein are based on my personal knowledge, upon information 
made available to me in my official capacity and upon determinations made in accordance with 

applicable regulations and directives. 

2. The purpose of this declaration is to explain the withholding of information in the 
documents Bates stamped numbers 2648 through 2664 pursuant to the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(1), (2) 
and (6). These documents were referred to the ONI from DoD's Office of Freedom of Information 
because the documents had originated from ONI. 
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3 . I have reviewed these documents which are described as "source directed requirements 



55 



and "intelligence information reports."' These documents remain properly classified at the SECRET 
level pursuant to EO 12958 (as amended), Section 1.4(c), which protects intelligence activities, sources 



or methods. 



■Tustification for Withholding Information Under FOIA Exemption (b)(1) 



4. FOIA Exemption (b)(1) allows for the withholding of national security information that is 
properly classified as authorized under EO 12958 (as amended). The information contained in these 
documents is classified in accordance with Section 1.1a of the EO. In accordance with Section 1.2 
(a)(2) this information was determined to be SECRET because disclosure of the information would 



reason 



ably be expected to cause serious damage to the national security by damaging the United 



States' ability to collect Human Intelligence (HUMINT). 

5. In support of ONI's HUMINT collection efforts, these documents either submit questions to 
be asked of a HUMINT source or they contain intelligence information provided by a particular 

. The documents clearly disclose intelligence gathering efforts and methods, as well as data that 



source 



identify the use of the information collected. 

6. The disclosure of this information would reveal the identity of the source and in many 
instances it would reveal the source's affiliation with other activities of interest. Disclosing the 
identity of a source could put the source and his family in grave danger of becoming victims of reprisal 
and retaliation. If this information were released, present and future sources would no longer provide 
useful information essential for the United States to effectively fight the War on Terrorism. 



' The source directed requirement documents are identified as documents numbered 2648-2650, 2654, 2655 and 2662- 
2664. The intelligence information report documents are identified as documents numbered 2651-2653 and 2656-2661 
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1 

7. In many instances the redacted information concerns individuals other than the Plaintiff. 
Disclosing this information would reveal what the United States knows or does not know about 
terrorist activity and would reveal the organizations and activities that are of interest to the United 
States. Release of this information would damage ongoing efforts to target extremists and would 
inform collection targets of our collection efforts against them. 

.Tustification for Withholding Information Unde r FQIA Exemption (b)(2) 

8. Withheld under FOIA Exemption (b)(2) was information internal to ONI that if known 
would allow persons hostile to the United States to impede our counterterrorism efforts. This 
information includes internal codes and serial numbers.^ The internal codes refer to specific 
intelligence organizations. Their disclosure could enable terrorists to piece together methods for 
analyzing and disseminating intelligence data. The withheld serial numbers are internal numbers used 
for source identification. Release of this information would allow individuals to piece together enough 

information to identify a source. 

■Tustification for Withholding Information Under F OIA Exemption (b)(6) 

9. Exemption (b)(6) permits the government to withhold information about individuals when 
the disclosure would constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. The withheld 
information contains the names, positions and telephone numbers of ONI personnel involved in 
HUMINT collection and evaluation efforts. Release of this information would clearly be an 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy that would compromise the individual's privacy interest 
without shedding further light on how ONI does business. 

10. To protect the personal safety and privacy of other individuals of interest to the United 
States all names and personally identifying data were withheld from release. Release of this 



^ Document 265 1-2653 and 2656-2661 provide information regarding sources that are not the Plaintiff. 
^ Documents 2648, 2651, 2654, 2656 and 2662 contain internal codes and serial numbers. 



-3- 



Case 1 :06-cv-00597-JR Document 35-7 Filed 07/31/2008 Page 5 of 1 7 



information would clearly be an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy as it would connect the ONI 
personnel to United States' counterterrorism efforts regarding terrorist activities or groups. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 



knowledge, information, and belief. 



Executed this 



.^^ 



day of May 2008. 






PAUL A. WALKER 
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UNITED STATiiS DISTRICT COL RT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



MOIIAMMHDOU OUl.D SLAHI, 



PUiinlilT 



Ci\ il Action No, 06-CV-{3597 (JR) 



\. 



DECLARATION OF 
R!:.AR ADMIRAL 
DAVID M. THOMAS. JR. 



CNmiD STATUS DLPAR IMF.N F Ol 
DEFENSE. 

Defendant. 



I'ursuaiU to 28 IJ.S.C. s;T746. L Rear Admiral David M. Thomas. Jr.. declare as; fo!lo\v<;: 

L I am a Rear Admiral in the United States Na\'v. with 3 1 vears of active dut\ service. I 
currenllv .serve as the Camniander of Joint Task Force - Guanlananro (J'rF-G'rMO), ill 

Guantanamo Bay. Cuba (Giiantananio). I have held this position since 2? May 2008, As such. 1 
am directiy responsible for the successru! execution of the JTF-GTMO mission to conduct 
detention and inierrogation operiUions and exploit inteiligence m support ofilie Global War on 
Terror (GWOT), coordinate and im.plen.ient detainee screctiing operations, and support law 
cnlbrccnicnl and war crimes investigations. Prior to assuming command of JT1'*'-GTM0. I 
served as the Director of Joint Operations Directorate on the StaiTof Commander, U.S. Fleet 
Forces Command. 

2. My responsibibties as Commander of JTl'-GTMO include the review of JTF-GTMO 
inlbnnalion for classification purposes pursuant to RO J 2958 C'Classified National Security 
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Infomiation'*), as amended, and tfic preparation of declarations in suppon orHxcmplion i 
wiihholdinus under the FOIA. As tli.e Commander. JTF~(11'M0. ! ha\'e been designated bv the 
Under Secretary of the Defense for fnielltgence as an Original Secret Classification Authority 
and a declassilleation authorit}' pursuant to FO ! 2958. as amended, Seettons 1 .3 and 3. K My 
predecessor. Rear Admiral Mark 11 Bu/by, Ukewise exereised Origlnai Seerct Classification 
Authorilv when he served as tlie Commander of JTF-CiTMO. 

3. I am (aniiiiar with the 26 May 2006 FOIA reqnest of plaintiffs eounsel seeking a!l 
doeuments relatine to nlaintiff'^ an enemv combatant detained at the Guantanamo Bav Kaval 
Base in Cuba, and the er^stnng liti;gation. I stibmii tliis dechiration in support ofDoD's moiion 
tor partial summary judgment with respect io responsive information withheld by DuD 
components oiher than United States Southern Command. The statements caniained in this 
declaration are based upon my personal knov\1cdgc and inibnnation provided to tne in my 



L)[Tkial capacity 



Purpose of this Deciaration 



4 . ' r h e p u J" p OS e o f this d e c I ai'at i o n i s to d e s c ri b e c e rla in c ate g o ri es o f c I ass i il ed 

iniormation in responding lo plaintiirs FOlA requesi lor records relating to planiiifll and io 
describe the harm thai would be caused by the disclosure of each of those categories of classified 
information.. Information oriuinallv classitled ihroimh the action of prior Commanders of J'TF- 
GTMO was occasionaHv shared widi other DoD c<minonents or outside ^overnmeni aiiencies 
and incorji orated into documents prepared by those components and agencies. Tliis declaration 
supports those DoD components or outside agencies' assertion of Exemption 1 under FOIA 
renardiuE classified information originated with J'f F-G'fMO, Accord inulv. the categories of 
classified information discussed herein are not intended lo be exhaustive. 



Rear Acjmiraf Ba/bv senxd as the CommiUidfr of JTF-CFf MO iVom 22Ma%' 201)7 until 27 Mav 2{)0^ 
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■ Jus tific a tion for Withhoktme Cla s sified information that 

Reveals ForeiM Relations or Foreign Activities of the United States 

I . . ij I ^^ I ■ ■ ^^ I ■ I 'If Ill 

5. The first caieaarv oj* inibrmalion is inibnnalion that reveals foreiun rclatioiis or 

forciifn activilies of the Unikd Slates, includnia confidential sources. As pan of onEoins 
GWOT. the United Stales Government routinely conducts counterterrorisin activities with 
K>reign governments in\x)lvi.ng indiNiduals detained ai Jll-'-GTMO, Such aetixitics arc 
conducted with the expectation that they will not be publicly released by the United States 
Guvernment. OfYicial pubtic release ofintbrniation related to stich activities, in coniraventi(Mi of 
such expectations of confidentiality, would substantially impair the U.S. Government's ability to 
secure cooperation by forekn governments In the iuture. Foreiun. governments will be less 
likely to cooperate with U.S. countertcrrorism eflbrls if" they cannot be confident that inlbrmation 
regardhrg their participation will be safeguarded and remain conndetnial A decrease in 
cooperation by ibreign go\^crn.mcnls w^onld. in turn, severely hamper the countenerrorisn) efforts 
of the United States- 

6. The inforinaiion in this calegory was chissified at the SF:CRF-T* Jeve! tlrrough the 
action of the Commander of JTh-GTN40 pursuant to Section 1 .4(d) of EO I 2958. as amended. 1 
have determined, thai this category of information remains properly classified at the SHCRET 
leveh 

Justification for Withholding Information Provided hv a Foreign Govern m^-ot 

7. hiformation provided by a foreign governnrent about the plaintiff w^as classified at the 

SliCRUT level pursuant to Section 1 .4(b) of EO 1 2958. as amended, through the action of niv 

«._■■ . 

predecessors. As pai1 of ongoing ii^lclligencc gatlicring operations. Jl'l'-GTMO r(uilinely 
solicits and receives inlbrmation jrom foreign governments about detainees, inctudine 



^ 
** 



Case 1 :06-cv-00597-JR Document 35-7 Filed 07/31/2008 Page 10 of 1 7 



iniclligencc and law enforcement inionnauon. Sucli inlbmiauon is provided to JTF-GTMO in 
confidence and wiih the expectation that ii will not be publicly released by DoD/ Onicial ptiblic 
release of J:;iich information, in conirav^enuon ofsuch expeclaiions of conrtdenuality. would 
substantially inipair DoD's abiltly to secure cooperation by foreign governnients in providing 
information aboiii detainees or otherwise, lw>rci^n ^overnmenls will be less jikelv to cooperate 
wiih l*-S. inlelliiicncc eollecuon and other countcrterrorism efforts ifihev cannot be confident 
thai the intbrtnation they provide will be safeguarded atid remain confldenlioL A decrea5>e in 
cooperation by foreign govenmtents would, in turn, severely ha^nper the coiLnicrterrorism eflbns 
of the United States. 

S. Under Executive Order 12958. "|t"]hc unauthorized disclosure of foreign government 
inforniatior^ is presumed to cause damage to the n.ationai security/" E.O, 1 2958. § I . I (c), i have 
derermined that this category of foreign government information remains properly classified. 

Jiijilificijlioii for Withholding InleliiEJ^irice Data alioiit Fbinlifl' 

aiKi.ilJs. Acliyilksarid Other Pcrsoos or OmnmzMion^ 

m iMi T hWi^irttii f <,i.ji,,i, >ii , fr ; f i ^ i - j r iii ii ii ft *^tfciMii /r *i* V i f ii vrr-- i V 4 riM tMitiMM fff ii ^ff^'- i> ^ «i T <>^ Mh nH i ffiilBm H rr it>h tfrt >MBHHii<n ' iii n ^rihi T i ^ * 

9, DoD has compiled intelligence data about piainiilfi hilbnnation in this category 
typically describes plainliirs biographical ififormation: the circtamsiances ot^plaintirfs capture 
and what he liad in his possession when he was captured: the circumstances and date of his 
transfer to Guantanamo; his travel; his affiliations with individuals and organizations of 
inlelhgencc interest: and his activities in support of those organizations. The intelligence data in 
this category also inctudes information about other persons and. organizations.. This caiegors' of 
inlbrmaiion was classified at the SECRET leve! throui^h the action of liie Conioiander of TfF- 



This cateizorv oi'infbiTrtation is also nrolected trotn disclosiu'c under Hxcmption. 3. which 



protects matiers "specificaHy exempted ifoni disclosure by statute . . 2 ' 5 U.S,C. § 552(b)(3). 
The relevant statute is 10 l.fS.C. § I3()e. which jiemiits the Secretary of [)efe!ise to withhold 

fi"oni public discfosurc otherwise required by law any sensitive inlbnnation provided to DoD by 
a foreiiin government in confidence- 



4 
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GTMO pursuant lo Section 1.4(c) of l^O 12938. as amended, which permits the classification of 

it 

^1.nielligence activities (including special aciivities). iiuelligence sources or methods, or 

crvDtoloiiv/' 

10. irthe United States publicly released inlbrniation about our intelliuence coneerntng 
plainlifr; including his afjlliations wilh certain hidividuals and organizauons. how those 
ailUiaiions came about, and the actions he took while associated with those individuals and 
organizations, this would reveal details about our intelligence activities, the intehigcncc we have 
uleaned rcGardins individuals and organizations ofinteHigence interest, the sources of our 
intelHgence, and the speciRc inlbrniation obtained iVom stich sources. Revealing the extent of 
inlelli'^^ence siathered concemins^ nlaintiil would show, anions othenhin^s. what the United 
States knows about certain individuals and oruani/ations; wlial the government does not know; 
and Che leads it ibtknved or did not Iblknv based on the intelHgence it obtained. Those critical 
tacts would also be revealed through disclosure of withheld intelligence data concerning other 
individuals and organizations. The potential damage caused by such rc\^e!ations would be 
exacerbated. ui%'en thai the intelliuence could be pieced together with other information that has 



c 



ntcrcd the public domain to reveal a considerable amount oi'deiait about our intelligence 



concerning certain individuals and organizations. 

1 1. hi addition, release of information about the circumstances of plaintilTs capture and 
ills transfer to (juanianamo, pardculariy if pieced together with other, simtbr infonnation about 
other detainees, would reveal details about how detainees come into U.S. custody, which 
detainees w^crc transierrcd to Guantanamo through what means, and tlic routing of planes and 
movement of detainees on the ground in lite theater of operations. 
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1 2. Uhimatelv. release t)t"thc information described above would aid persons hostile lo 

the United Stales in hiding their acuvEties and finding oilier means to thwart our intelUgence- 
<zatherinix enbrts. evadinii capture b\^ U.S, authorities, and t)ilier\vise iliwariing U.S. 

W ■*»' «... tt 

eountenerroriKni efforts. 

13. Additionallv: public release ofsiich intelligence data, given thai it would result in 



t/' «» 



revealing sources ofotJr intelligence about plaintidand other persons and organizations, would 
have a chitling effect on human intelligence eolieciion and will subsianually im]:)edc DOD's 
abilitv to aather actionable inleltmence irorn other sources, including current Gtiantananio 
detainees. Releasing this type ofinlonnation would reveal publicly who lias cooperated with 
intern) uaiori; at Guantananio and elsewhere and th.e information tiiey pra\ided, Sucli public 
identification of inlelligence sources w^-ould place those sources, or individuals \vho are perceived 
bv others as sources, at risk of retribution and deter other sources from cooperafing uiih ongoing 

intelligence collection elTorts. 

14. hi strategic interrogations sucli as those conducted at JTl^^G'hMO- the cooperation of 
human intciligcnce sources is crucial to tlic on-going human intelligence eflwts. In tact, due to 
th.e nature of terrorist organizations, such as a! Qaeda, and tlrese organizations' methods of 
operation, human intelligence is the most essentia! piece of the stralegic intelligence being 
uathered in die GWOTand is also die most efieclive source of actionable inlVirmation u>r the 
anucipatton and interdiction of terrorist activiiy. 

15, Because of the vaEue of human inteliigence. detained enem}- combatants, whether 
detained at JTF-GTMO or elsewhere, are a potential source of inibrmation needed to wage the 
GWO'F cffecti\^ely. Detainees at JTF-GTMO c(nitinuc to provide useful inibrmation about a 
variety of subjects, including how al Qaeda. the 1 aliban and other terrorist organizations are 
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organized and funded, their leadership structures, how these (rraanizaiions recruit, train and 
retain members and how they plan, command and control their opcralions. These detainees also 
continue to provide useliil intelligence about the physical areas ol'operaiions in which ihe 
GWOT is conducted, the locations of training laciliiies and sale houses, travel. paUerns and 
routes used for smuggling people and equipnieni. as well as the identities of nevdy-eaptured 
fighters. The Joint intelligence (iroup at JTF-GTMO gains usetul information from detainees on 
nearly a daily basis. Some of this infbrnmtion contributes nieces to the mosaic of how terrorist 
organizations operate. Other infi:)rmation supports real-time., ongoing operations in Uic ongoing 
war,. Given the nature of JlT-GTViO's intelligence operations, even individuals who have been 
detained lor a period of years continue lo possess and provide inlbnnaiion that is useful to Ihe 
U.S. government and its allies in the (iWOT. 

16. Such sources will nor provide inlbrrnation if thev believe that doin^ so will 
jeopardize their saieu' and/or !he safety of tlieir J ami lies. It is clear that people who coopemte 
with capturirig aiathorities are subject to I'cprisals from those who believe the source provided 
inkiniiaUon about them. Concern about these reprisals and retaliation are particularly acute in 
the case of individuals linked to terrorist activity. Alleviating the perceived or genuir^e reprisal 
concerns of cooperating individuals is an essential part of dev^eloniniz human intelliiience sources 
and gathering usable inlbrntation. Cooperating detainees at JTP-CjTMO have speciUcally voiced 
concerns for their iamilies' safety, as well as tlreir own. 

17. For all of these reasons, i liave determined that this eateaorv of information remains 
properly classified pursuant to Section l.4fc) oi'EO 12958. as amended, and that its release 
reasonably could be expected to cause serious damage to the iialionaf security. 

Justificatioii for Withholding Inlellii^ence Assessoicnts aiui Conclusions 
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IS. JTF-GTMO and I.,'.S, Southern Coinitiand analysts and other personnel have made 
intelligence assessments and conclusions about piaimiff. Included in this category of 
inlbnnation are assessmenis of intelligence data obiained fi^om parucular intelligence sources 
and the data anaEvsis relied on In maknia those assessments. This cate^orv of intbrmation was 



*!«,■ r 



classified at the SliCRET le\'el through the aclion ol' prior Commander of JTF~GTMO. 

I 9. These intelliiience assessments and conclusions are \iial to DoD's assessment of 

V..' 

plaintiffs activities, and remain vital i<^ its ongoing cffbrls to obtain inielHgencc on other 
indi\*kiuals and t>niani/alions. The mteiliuence data, assessments, and conclusions nerlain to 
individuals and organizations oidntelliiacnce interest, inctudniti the rciationshins aniona those 

■^u,- '^^^' ^-- i **-'■ 

individuals and organizations. Disciositre of this anafytica! maierial- cspeciaHy in conjunction 
witli disclosure of the specific intefliaence data that is necessarih^ intertwined with thetn. would 
reveal how anaivsts evahiate intelligence inibrmatio'n and the conclusions thev reach. Such 
revelations would aid persons hostile lo the VJniied States hi hiding their activities and thw^artine 
the uovernmcnt^s intetliucncc uatherina. and severeiv harm the Thnled Stales' om^oinu eflbns to 



*..- ^.- 



gather intelligence critical to fighting the GWOT. 

20, I have thereibre determined, pursuant to Section L4(c) of LiO 12958. as amended, 
that this information remains properly classified at the SECRET le\'el and th.at its re! ease 
rcasonablv could be expected to cause seritnis damaue to national security. 

Juslificatiun for Withholding^ Iiitellii^ence Codes 

21. Internal codes that indicate intelligence sources, mediods. or inldrmation were 
classified at the SECRET level pursuant to Section 1 Aic] of liO 12^58. as amended, bv mv 
predecessors. Included in this catcuorv of information are classifications codes: codes indicating 
intelligence sources or information: encoded tilley of exhibits used in plaintifrs Combatant 
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Status Re\ie\v Tribunai and Annual Re\'iew Board proceedings, and codes describing a type of 
informatioiL 

22. lliese codes, while lor interna! use only, retlecl souires of intelligence, inleliigenee 
activities and the iiiterplav between various l..f S, lioveniment agencies in collecting intelligence. 
if tlicse codes were to be made public, abbreviations contained in the codes, which in some cases 
resemble the inlbrnialion they are meant !o stand l\>r. could revea! the courses ot^ inleliigenee. 
Those abbreviations could also be pieced together with other public information to identiiy the 
siunificance <if ihe codes to DoD's imelhgence acii\itics. 

23. Accordiniilv, I have determined that these codes rcn^ain properlv classified at the 
SKCRITI' fe\'el and that its release reasonablv could be expected to cause serious damages to 
natitmal security. 

Justificatio n fo r With hotdi niji Intelligenc e Methods 

M^M^^miMin m i mu w f PiMmiwwiiPi II i J i m.... ii .. ii . i^i^^^^w^^^wifc m vu i v ■ ■. iii nriLiirm Jiurr.V-iiiLjn jMimmwwiWiWMPmi.li H . i* " "\ ttmmmm^M m n- T-- T-^ i m ai i i Trfi imMMMiitt r i n mn i n i H i rnr i -frnnr i nrf nmrr iti r t n i riT i Tr i nrrm i li l ■ I r' nrv i n 

24. M\' predecessor has classified inibniiaiion renccting intelligence methods used by 
J'lT'"(TfMO pel^sonnei in eathcrinii. analvzh^ii. and coordhiiatine intelliaerice data rclatinii to 
plaintiff, This category of information includes: interrogation techniques and plans used in 
connection with sources of human hitelHuence; tools and methods for analvzine intellieence 
data: tools and methods \hr coordinatinLi inlellieence i^atlierimz and anaivsis anions DOD 
components and otJter aucncics of dtc ciovernmenl: and, plans for further intelligence iiathcrin.^ 
based on specific data obtained from iiileiligence sotirces. 

25. intellii^ence methods are the means by which JIG at JTF-GTMO and other 
iniclhacnce agencies collect intenigence data lo suppon military operations and to assess, and 
counter, leirorist and militar>' threats. I'hese mcihods and practices must be protected because 
th e i r p u b 1 i c re leas e wo u 1 d b e o f materia] a ss i si a i ic e t o t h o sc vdi i ) wo u 1 d seek to pen e ! rate , d ctec l . 
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nre\-enl. avoid tir otherwise damaac ihe imclliiicnce operaiions of the United States. The actual 
loss to the United Slates ii\suclt methods arc rcveakxl is not only the cost ofdevelophig the initial 
niethods, but also the loss of intelligence while new methods are de\^eloped to replace those lost 
In particular, public disclosisrc ofspeciilc methods used with sources of human intelhgence, 
whose identities are themselves classified as described above, would allow individuals of 
intelligence interest to anticipate and immunize (hemsclves from ihose mediods. Of particular 
concern is an individuars ability to anticipaic particular inierrogation techniques, 

26. JTF-GTMO's and U.S. Southern Command's methods of coordinating intelligence 
gathering and analysis among agencies and components are also central to dieir effori lo counter 
acts of terrorism and support ndlitary operations. Effeclive j-nilitary and counterterrorism 
strategy depends on the coordination of intelligence gathering among agencies and components 
responsible for ualherina and anah^zinLi intelliuence dala. Re\"ealinii the nature of that 
C{K:>rdinadon and how^ agencies and components work together could reveal their areas of relative 
competence, or the disdnct intelligence tools- they employ, thereb}' perniiiting persons l>!" interest 
to the United States to tailor their behavior and adopt means to thwan the agencies" efforts. 

27. Section I A\c'\ of FO 12958 reco^ni/es thai the disclosure of intelHaence methods 
can cause harm to national security. Aceordim^lv. I have deiennined that inlbrmation pertaining 
to intelligence methods described in the preceding paragraphs remains properly classified at the 
SECRET level and that its release reasonably could be expected to cause serious damage to 
national security. 

Justification for Withholding Information 

C>.>nc€rnnii ; .MHitao'.Pi.*ins and O|)€rations 

W> rtnumnwuMmHmn^HiM i fci^np^mift^nnfiu rm n ytitt^umimmi fiimir *fi f i I I lii II 

28. Inlbrmation coticerning military plans and operations iiiay be classi tied under the 
audioritv of Section 1 .4(a} of 1;;0 1295B, as amended, if its release could cause damage to the 
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national security of the 1,'niled Slates. Certain documenls nreoared bv JTF-CjTMO u'ere 
uenerallv related to military onerations ai>ainst hostile forces and were classified at. the SECREI 
level through the action, ofmy predecessors. ! have determined that inlbrmation continues to 



warrant classification becatisc its disclostirc would allow hostile entities to learn oi'lh 



e 



eflectiveness and vulnerabilhies in the militaiw operations i.n the United States and abroad. 



I declare imder nenattv ofpenurv thai the fbre^oiim is true and correct, 



Date: ^^OR^ 7^^^ 




DAVH.') M. THOMAS. JR. 

Rear Admiral. L^nited Slates Navv 

Commander, .loini Task i-oree -~ Guantanamo 
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